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With conventional drainage, water flows
continuously from the plot. During the dry
season, this is undesirable because it is best to
keep the water available to the crops on the plot.
Level-controlled drainage can provide a solution
for this. Because with this system you can
regulate the water level in the soil yourself, you
retain precious water when needed.

Cost

The price for conversion from convential drainage
to a level-controlled system is about 1000
euro/ha. To reconstruct drainage in its entirety,
the price is usually between 2000 and 2300
euros/ha. Of course, these prices vary depending
on the conditions on the plot.
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Level-controlled Drainage

What

With level-controlled drainage, as with
conventional drainage, water does drain through
the drainage pipes, but it does not flow directly
into neighboring ditches or watercourses. In fact,
the drainage pipes are connected to a collector
pipe at the edge of the plot. This collector pipe in
turn is then connected to a drainage control
structure, or collector.

Benefits

Level-controlled drainage can delay water
shortage by several weeks during drought, which
can still be a significant difference for most crops.
It also reduces the need to irrigate during the dry
season, which can also save a cost.
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This sheet has been prepared in the framework of the PDPO project ‘KLIMACO - Climate coalitions in the Mechelen Green Region’

(2021-2023). The project was carried out by POM Antwerp, Province of Antwerp, Vegetable Experimentation Station, Regional
Landscape Rivierenland, Boerennatuur Vlaanderen and Pidpa, with the support of the European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development: Europe invests in its countryside, and the municipalities of Rumst, Kontich, Sint-Katelijne-Waver, Duffel, Lier and
Putte.
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The ACLIMA-project has received funding from the LIFE Programme of the European Union under contract number LIFE 20
CCA/BE/001720.

Co-funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily
reflect those of the European Union or CINEA. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for
them.

This document is subject to the terms and conditions. Full terms and conditions can be found at the bottom of the Life ACLIMA
website (https://lifeaclima.eu)

Want to know more? Discover the detailed explanation of this measure at https://www.lifeaclima.eu
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