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Functional flower borders are an interesting
alternative to conventional crop protection
products. The aim is to use these edges to reduce
the need for spraying and, consequently, the
impact on the environment and biodiversity. By
attracting targeted natural enemies via the right
flower mixtures, they provide natural pest control
in the surrounding fields.

Cost

e Cost depends on supplier & seed mix
(varying prices from +- 130 to 260 euros
per kg of seed)

* Relevant grant channels: VLM
management agreements (waiting for
more info on new PAs) / via project
collaborations

FAB Flower Borders

What

Functional AgroBiodiversity (or FAB) is the
targeted promotion of biodiversity in and around
the field to provide services for agriculture. One of
the FAB measures used are FAB flower borders.
These are aimed at natural pest control: that is,
they provide a habitat and nectar source for
beneficial pest controllers (i.e. nutritious). These in
turn then control pests in crops (e.g. larvae of
ladybugs that eat aphids) around the flower
border. In this way, there is less need for plant
protection products.

Benefits

By focusing on more useful natural pest controls,
you can improve the natural balance and save on
crop protection products. In addition, it becomes
financially interesting especially through BO
grants (or reimbursements from project
operation).

Through the flower borders you create additional
biodiversity (both more diversity of flowers and
animals), which also provides valuable ecosystem
services for both agriculture and nature:

o higher level of pollination
o higher level of natural pest control
o flower border can also serve as an

erosion strip

o flower edge also counteracts the
runoff of fertilizers and plant
protection products, avoiding their
discharge into adjacent watercourses,
which is beneficial to water quality
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This sheet has been prepared in the framework of the PDPO project 'KLIMACO - Climate coalitions in the Mechelen Green Region
(2021-2023). The project was carried out by POM Antwerp, Province of Antwerp, Vegetable Experimentation Station, Regional
Landscape Rivierenland, Boerennatuur Vlaanderen and Pidpa, with the support of the European Agricultural Fund for Rural
Development: Europe invests in its countryside, and the municipalities of Rumst, Kontich, Sint-Katelijne-Waver, Duffel, Lier and
Putte.

The ACLIMA-project has received funding from the LIFE Programme of the European Union under contract number LIFE 20
CCA/BE/001720.

Co-funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily
reflect those of the European Union or CINEA. Neither the European Union nor the granting authority can be held responsible for
them.

This document is subject to the terms and conditions. Full terms and conditions can be found at the bottom of the Life ACLIMA
website (https://lifeaclima.eu)

Want to know more? Discover the detailed explanation of this measure at https://www.lifeaclima.eu
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